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5th Annual Club Celebrity Golf Tournament – THE BEST EVER! 

The Susquehannock High School Alumni 
Association, in cooperation with the SHS All-
sports Boosters Club, sponsored its fifth annual 
celebrity golf tournament on May 13 at the 
Hickory Heights Golf Course in Spring Grove, 
one of the area’s most challenging and well 
maintained courses. Featured were a host of 
impressive local celebrities, including ex 
Baltimore Oriole great Chris Hoiles. 

Event organizers labeled the event “The best 
ever” without reservation. The event was 
supported by a record number of sponsors and 
golfers; it generated more than $17,000 in gross 
revenue. Profits from the event will be divided 
equally between boosters and alumni.  

For the boosters, the event helps support an 
aggressive scholarship program that provides 
awards to outstanding student athletes in 
each of the school’s more than twenty 
interscholastic sports. For the alumni, it helps 
fill a war-chest that will eventually jump start 
the final phases of the alumni field house 
project.  

 

The event – now regarded as a highlight of   
the school community’s social calendar –  
included awards, door prizes, gift bags, 
raffles, a silent auction of sports memorabilia, 
and a luncheon. 

Plans are already being made for next year’s 
event, tentatively planned for Friday, May 11, 
2012 at the same location. 

SHS Celebrity Golf Tournament Champions 
2011: Rich Steines; Chris Bilbie; Troy Holloway; Jay Miller 

2010: Barry Allen; John Glatz; Rick Wood; Patrick Fendick 
2009 (co-champions): Jim Holley; Troy Kinzer; Bobby Stiffler; Aaron Lehneis 

2009 (co-champions): Chuck Erickson; Art Partner; Jeff Nycum; Rick Kensinger 
2008: Jesse Freedman; Bruce Mickey; Josh Shepard; Antonio Prezioso 

2007: Jeff Cohen; Bruce Mickey; Josh Shepard; Antonio Prezioso 



 Alumni Spotlight - Brian McCarthy ‘89 
  

“The freedom to choose your own path,” was what Brian 
McCarthy, a proud member of the class of 1989, 
remembered most about his days at Susquehannock. 
“There were as many opportunities there as you were 
willing to risk taking advantage of.” And risk-taking was 
never a problem for Brian – then or now. His current 
assignment, a Lt. Colonel in the U.S. Air Force 
commanding a battle-ready F-15E fighter squadron, is 
testimony to that fact.   
 
His Susquehannock career was diverse. He ran cross 
country and lettered in track, listing pole vault, sprints, and 
sprint relays as his specialties.  He was a member of class 
council and served as student photographer for the 
yearbook.  Brian was an excellent science student and took 
every science course the school had to offer, earning 
consistent honor roll status. For his academic performance 
and citizenship he was named to the National Honor 
Society. He remembers teachers Ken Alwine, Ron Leese, 

and Roberta Thoman as having a strong influence on his academic success, serving as an inspiration 
to him in later years. 
 
After graduating from SHS in 1989, he attended Virginia Tech University. He originally enrolled as a 
physics major (a five-year program), but, anxious to accept a commission in the Air Force, he 
switched to political science so he could graduate in four years.  
 
He graduated from Virginia Tech as an ROTC distinguished graduate in 1993 and then began a 
military career that included a mix of operational and staff tours both in command and control and in 
flying F-15 fighters. As a ground based air weapons director he participated in the counter narcotics 
operation Support Justice in South America. As a NATO E-3A crew member he participated in 
operation Deliberate Guard over Bosnia and operation Silver Wake over Albania.  He then attended 
pilot training and earned a coveted assignment flying the F-15E Strike Eagle.  Prior to his assignment 
as an instructor pilot at the F-15E formal training unit he participated in operations Southern Watch 
and Enduring Freedom as an operational F-15E fighter pilot.  He has been chosen for the Air Force’s 
international affairs specialist program and he attended the Australian Command and Staff College.  
He now commands the 391st Fighter Squadron at Mountain Home Air Force Base in Idaho.  In his role 
as commander he leads 85 airmen utilizing 29 F-15E aircraft to deploy worldwide in support of 
national security objectives. 

Throughout these tours, he continued his education by attending the USAF’s Squadron Officer 
School, Air Command and Staff College, the Australian Air Command and Staff College, and the Air 
War College. He earned a Master’s degree in aeronautical science from Embry Riddle University in 
2006.  
   
Currently rated as a Senior Pilot, his award resume includes the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters, Aerial 
Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster, Joint Service Commendation Medal,  
Air Force Commendation Medal, and the Royal Australian Air Force Sir Richard Williams Prize.  
 
Brian is married to his college sweetheart Heidy.  They have three children Liam (nine), Amelia 
(seven), and Jack (three).  
 
Even with his many deployments, he tries to return to the Southern York County area where his family 
remains, including his sister Beth (SHS Class of 1985) and his parents. He observes that, among his 
colleagues in the typically transient Air Force fraternity, he is one of only a few who can say they were 



resident in one school district from Kindergarten (at Friendship) to his SHS graduation. “I look back 
now and really appreciate that stability,” he says. 
 

Thanks to Lt. Colonel Brian McCarthy, Class of 1989, for making us Warrior Proud. 
 

 
 

Michael Walker ’89 Developing New Show 
 

Michael Patrick Walker, composer/lyricist of the off-broadway 
smash Altar Boyz made recent news in Playbill for his newest 
project Distant Bells. Michael wrote the music for this original 
musical, which had its first reading at the Roundabout Theatre 
on March 29, featuring Tony Award winner Chita Rivera, 
famed for her roles in West Side Story, Bye Bye Birdie, 
Chicago, and Kiss of the Spider Woman.  
 
Michael is a 1989 graduate of Susquehannock where he was 
very active in student theatre both as a musician and 
performer. His interest in musical production also attracted 

him to York Little Theatre. 
 
After graduating from college with a math and computer science major, he moved to New York City to 
see what would happen for him there. He found work almost immediately, subbing in the pit orchestra 
for The King and I. This led to his first full-time job, first keyboard for the national tour of Cats.  Then 
came jobs with Lion King, Jeckyll and Hyde, the Scarlet Pimpernel, Wicked, Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, La Boheme, The Fantasticks, and Avenue Q to name a few.  
 
Industry respect for his creativity and talent led to an assignment as musical composer for Disney 
Channel’s TV series Johnny and the Sprites.  Michael was also musical director and supervisor for 
Season Two of the Emmy-nominated series. 
 

 
 

School District to Offer Cyber School 
 
Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, the District will offer a cyber school to its students. The 
school board recently approved the new program, which offers an exciting new option for students. 
Initially, the Southern York Digital Academy (SYDA) will be targeted to students who live in the District 
and are currently enrolled in cyber schools. The program will be offered to students at all grade levels, 
according to Sandra Lemmon, Director of Curriculum and Instruction. “We feel it is our responsibility 
to reach out to students who are in our District and prefer an on-line approach to learning,” Lemmon 
said. 
 
The Southern York Digital Academy will offer its students individualized scheduling and pacing for 
students along with other unique opportunities. The approach to learning is blended as the cyber 
students will have opportunities to participate in specialized classes, such as art, music and science 
labs, as well as extracurricular activities, like athletics. In addition, graduates of the program will also 
receive a Susquehannock High School diploma. 
 
The on-line curriculum for the academy will also be aligned with the District’s current curriculum and is 
customized for the individual students. “It motivates and engages students in higher levels of thinking 
and learning,” Lemmon said. 



Attention all Susquehannock Band Alumni 
 
Do you have an instrument that you no longer want or need ? The Band Boosters of Susquehannock 
High School ask you to consider donating these unused instruments to the district’s musical 
programs. 
  
The bands find a shortage of several types of instruments, especially saxophones.  We have some 
students that are interested in taking up a 2nd or third instrument but don’t have the funds to purchase 
another piece. 
  
If you have any type of instrument that you would care to donate to the band programs, please 
contact Mr. Poole the Susquehannock Band Director at Christian.poole@sycsd.org or call Jere 
Sechrist by calling (717) 235-2511. 
 

 
 

High School Students take Latin Honors 
 
The following Susquehannock High School students have 
received honors on the National Latin Exam for 2011: 
 
Cum Laude: Kory Harris, Michael Wells, Kay Shepp, Zach 
Galante, Megan Burns, Hannah Wheeler, and Alysha 
Simmons. Magna Cum Laude: Zach Shelley, Dan Ferraro, 
Abbey Barnhart, Melissa Shallcross, Tim Frey, Noah Peiffer, 
Gabrielle Houser, and Krystal Steenwyk. Silver Maxima 
Cum Laude: Lillie Honeychuck and Daniel Parker.  Gold 
Summa Cum Laude: Scott Harris  
 

 

Registered Alumni Count Continues to Grow! 

 

Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered Class of:  # Registered 
2010 10 1990 21 1970  12 
2009 14 1989  28 1969  24 
2008 20 1988  30 1968  12 
2007  10 1987  61 1967  20 
2006  28 1986  34 1966  4 
2005  48 1985 47 1965 9 
2004  22 1984  21 1964  5 
2003  21 1983  37 1963  15 
2002  20 1982 34 1962 5 
2001  32 1981  24 1961  10 
2000  57 1980  10 1960  16 
1999  43 1979 22 1959 2 
1998  40 1978  13 1958  10 
1997  45 1977  18 1957  20 
1996  27 1976  19 1956  5 
1995  38 1975  16 1955  17 
1994  27 1974  13 1954  7 
1993  39 1973  12 1953  11 
1992  29 1972  19 1952  4 
1991  44 1971  14 Total 1,315 

mailto:Christian.poole@sycsd.org


Patrick McLaughlin ‘06 Named NCAA All-American 
 
Patrick McLaughlin, competing as the first Temple 
gymnast since 2005 to even reach NCAA individual 
event finals was named an All-American honoree for 
his performance on the parallel bars. Patrick is a four-
time Junior Olympics qualifier and carried an 
impressive resume into his red-shirt senior year, 
including first team All American scholar-athlete 
(2009); USA Gymnastics and ECAC Gymnast of the 
week (multiple times); Philadelphia Inquirer Academic 
A-Large Performer of the Year (2010); and Temple 
University male athlete of year (2011).  He is a 
kinesiology major and has been named to the 
director’s honor roll for his academic performance. 
Returning for a fifth year of eligibility because of an 
injury sustained in the 2010 season, Patrick was also 
named Comeback Student-Athlete of the Year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be an Alumni Pride reporter 
Send your news to: wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org 

 
 



 
 

Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni 
 

Name           __  ___  
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip    
 
Contribution Amount:  $   

 

Mail to: 
SYCSD Foundation 

P.O. Box 128 
Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 

Contribution Allocation Amount 
General Scholarship Fund  
Bill Jones Scholarship  
Curtis Stermer Memorial  
Eric Gonzales Memorial  
Glen Rock High School Endowment  
James Hartenstein, III Memorial  
Jim McKinney Memorial  
Karl Steger Scholarship Fund  
Kathy Yeater Scholarship Fund  
Loretta Rappoldt Scholarship Fund  
Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift  
Ron Leese Scholarship Fund  
Thomas Kerrigan Memorial  
Other (Specify _____________)  

Total Contribution $ 

Reunion News 
Class of 1954 57t Annual Reunion June 21, 2011 

The luncheon is scheduled for the Shady Maple Smorgasboard in Blue Ball PA. Contact Larry 
Nonemaker at LFNonemaker @comcast.net, call 610-565-0296, or reply to Larry at 420 Oak 

Valley Road, Media PA 19063. 
Class of 1981 30th Reunion June 18, 2011 

The Class of 1981 is holding it’s 30th reunion at Bon Air Country Club. To attend, forward $39 
payable to “SHS Class of 1981” to Lori Shultz, 4412 Krebs Road, Glenville, PA 17329.  ; 

Contact SHSClassof86@comcast.net or call 717-367-8385. Also on Facebook – Ross Buettner 
Class of 1991 20th Reunion September 9-11, 2011 

Save the dates. This is going to be a weekend of activities - something for everyone. Here's 
what's happening. 1) Friday Sept. 9th is a classmates only event (TBD - we're thinking Bonfire 
and/or attending a SHS home football game if they are playing); 2) Saturday Sept. 10th is our 
gala event at the York County Heritage Trust Museum for classmates and a date from 5pm-

11pm; and 3) Sunday Sept. 11th is a casual, family event at a York County TBD park/pavilion 
for classmates, their date, AND children. Details will follow. 

Class of 2006 5th Reunion June 14, 2011 
Contact Jenelle Schmitz at 717-873-1622: jschmitz@ycp.edu 

For additional information about these reunions, or to post information about your 
reunion, access the SHS alumni website:  

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm 
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